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The economic crisis we all witnessed in the past years concerned Hungary to a larger extent 
than the rest of Europe, and this is particularly true in the case of the construction industry. 
The recession of the production started already in 2008, but since 2009 a yearly decrease of 
10% is typical. The performance of the Hungarian construction industry reached a production 
value of 1800 milliard HUF in 2010 (approx. 6,4 milliard euro), which ranks our country at 
the 20th place among the EU member states. The recession is significant in every field of the 
sector, but the highest loss is recorded at the infrastructural investments and in the road 
construction, above all. No favourable trend is expected from the amount of the contracts, 
which have been recently concluded.  
As for the design and consultancy firms the crisis of the construction industry came down in 
the same proportion mentioned above. Due to the decreasing number of assignments the 
market price competition resulted in the unfavourable tendency of submitting the offers at 
unrealistically low prices. Similarly to the endeavor of our new conservative government – 
which is, at the same time, open to innovations – we also seek for specific measures to get out 
from the crisis.  
 

- we would like the decision makers to understand that no recovery is possible without 
the upturn of the construction industry; 

- to this end the projects should be scheduled in time with a maximum respect of the 
state-of-the-art energy saving technology and sustainable development; 

- we have to reorganize our own structure to match the new requirements of our 
profession, namely using more economic ways of planning and executing: what is 
really in the field of our association? To avoid all the unnecessary and overlapping 
activities during our movements: which means 

§ accepting and using the best practice models 
§ creating overall fair public procurement methods 
§ teaching and educating our clients (private or public) to be more 

adaptive and understanding towards our profession 
 
 
The remaining in life of the construction industry is widely supported by the EU financed 
projects, making up an important part of the public procurement. However, the protracted 
crisis in our industry concerns some 500.000 people in our country, including the families as 
well. We hope that at the improvement of the situation this same sector will be the first to 
benefit from the booming economy. That is why we are stubbornly repeating to the decision 
makers to give us green light to start working on the projects, which must be ready at the time 
the money arrives. Concluding the above I emphasize the important position and role of our 
profession, designers and consultants, in every field.  
 
Good sign for the FIDIC achievements that in Hungary more and more contracts are 
formulated by the FIDIC contract standards and the dispute adjudication system is accepted 
nearly at all EU-sponsored projects and disputes. This situation naturally gives our 
Association more respect than earlier, through our FIDIC trained and delegated members to 
the adjudications boards. 
 



Finally, let me present some statistical data, out of which I mention just a few ones, the rest 
you can find in my written report. 
 

- Hungary’s construction industry is around the 20th in the EU in value 
- produced  by our sector: 1800 milliard HUF  
- From our GDP only       1800 milliard HUF 
       is in the construction industry (5,1 % of the total). 
- Number of firms in building construction was in 30.06.2011             98.117 firms. 
- Among registered firms 89 % is in the category 1-4 employee/firm. 
- Legal entity from the firms mention above is                                       40.432 firms. 

Only 23 firms have more than 250 employees. 
- From the 98.117 firms only 79.814 firms are in reality in the working forms, all 

the others are so called sleeping companies. 
- The number of contracts is 28-30 % less in 2011 than the year before! 
- The building industry own investment is 17 % less than the year before.  
- Information about our FIDIC-EFCA association total number of members: 104 

From this: 
o Design – architectural firms:  25  
o Complex , multidisciplined firms:  13 
o Consultant:    30 
o Others (monitoring, investment, 

real estate, project management, 
tender preparation, etc.)   36 

- In Hungary the design and consultant services are connected to the licensed 
membership of the Chamber of Architects and Chamber of Engineers. 
Chamber of Architects  8500 members 
Chamber of Engineers          35.000 members 
Licensed engineers for design and consultancy 12.000 persons 
The number of firms is not registered, but according to our information circa 90% 
of the architectural firms run one man show.  


