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Green Growth – New Perspectives

• Environmental sustainability is a prerequisite for 

economic growth and poverty reduction in Asia and 

the Pacific. ADB's long-term strategic framework for 

2008-2020 (or Strategy 2020) identifies 

environmentally sustainable growth as a key strategic 

development agenda, and environment as a core 

area for support. ADB promotes and invests in sound 

environmental and natural resource management, 

while promoting green growth, low carbon 

development, and adaptation to climate change.
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12 Things to Know in 2012: 

Green Growth

1. Green growth is economic progress that fosters environmentally sustainable 

low-carbon and socially inclusive development. Green growth strategies can 

help build a "green economy", though there is no "one-size-fits-all" prescription 

for fostering greener growth.

Source: Towards Green Growth, 2012

2. Countries in the Asia and Pacific region are taking the lead in implementing 

green growth by pursuing and investing in green strategies and policy reform, 

and making policy statements in this sense.

Source: Green growth, Resources and Resilience: Environmental Sustainability in 

Asia and the Pacific, 2012

3. As of 2005, the Asia and Pacific region required three times more resources 

than the rest of the world to create one unit of Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Resource efficiency – using fewer resources per unit of gross domestic product-

is a key factor in the region's sustainable development.

Source: Green growth, Resources and Resilience: Environmental Sustainability in 

Asia and the Pacific, 2012
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12 Things to Know in 2012: 

Green Growth
4.  Asia and Pacific countries are among those predicted to suffer most from climate 

related threats. The region has seven of the top 10 countries at greatest risk to 

natural disasters and climate-change. Three of the top 4 are small Pacific Island 

states.

Source: World Risk Report 2011; ADB Climate Resilience Program

5. About two-thirds of the $8 trillion needed for infrastructure investment in Asia 

and the Pacific between 2010 and 2020 will be in the form of new investments 

creating tremendous opportunities to design, finance and manage green growth.

Source: Green growth, Resources and Resilience: Environmental Sustainability in 

Asia and the Pacific, 2012

6. Energy demand in the region is rising and is estimated at 2.4% annually through 

2030, compared with the global rate of 1.5% for the same period. ADB supports 

energy efficiency measures and development of renewable energy to decrease the 

rate of climate change and increase energy security in Asia and the Pacific.

Source: ADB Clean Energy Program
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12 Things to Know in 2012: 

Green Growth
7. ADB's Sustainable Transport Initiative, approved in 2010, has re-focused ADB 

transport operations on sustainability, with 30% of transport lending for urban 

transport and 25% for railways by 2020.

Source: ADB Sustainable Transport Initiative Operational Plan

8. For the last 35 years, global demand on natural capital has exceeded the ability of 

many ecosystem services to regenerate. As a result, biodiversity in the region is 

declining at a rate that is twice the global average.

Source: Ecological Footprint and Investment in Natural Capital in Asia and the 

Pacific, 2012

9. It is estimated that every $1 spent on conservation would yield over $100 in the 

economic and social value of ecosystems. ADB is supporting sustainable 

management of large-scale ecosystems throughout the Asia and Pacific Region.

Source: Asia Pacific Ecological Footprint Report, 2012
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12 Things to Know in 2012: 

Green Growth
10. Asian cities have a critical role in the transformation towards a green economy as 

they account for more than 80% of the region's GDP. The UN estimates that 11 

out of 20 mega-cities are in Asia and the Pacific.

Source: Low Carbon Green Growth Roadmap for Asia and the Pacific, 2012; ADB 

Urban Operational Plan

11. The transformation to a greener economy could generate 15 to 60 million 

additional jobs over the next two decades and lift tens of millions of workers out 

of poverty.

Source: Working towards sustainable development: Opportunities for decent work 

and social inclusion in a green economy, 2012

12. The transition to green economy will require new indicators that go beyond 

income poverty and GDP to a broader way of tracking economic, social and 

environment progress and well being. Bhutan's "Gross National Happiness" index 

is receiving renewed attention as one way of measuring well-being.

Source: Building an Inclusive Green Economy for All, Poverty and Environment 

Partnership, 2012
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Facts and Figures - 2011

• In 2011, 135 technical assistance projects with 

environmental sustainability as theme (worth $182 

million) were approved. 

• 59 ADB investment projects with environmental 

sustainability as a theme in 2011, totaling about $7 

billion and representing 50% of total number of projects 

and 51% in terms of total loan amount. 

• Clean Energy Program (A total of $2.1 billion in clean 

energy investments were approved)

• CIF Pilot Program for Climate Resilience ( $ 277 million)
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Environmental Initiatives

• Climate Change Program - ADB provides 

support to DMCs by mainstreaming climate 

change into its operations, mobilizing finance, 

and building capacity and knowledge. ADB 

established its own Climate Change Fund and 

works with partners such as the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF) and the Climate 

Investment Fund (CIF) to help its DMCs access 

grant resources for adaptation and mitigation 

programs and investments. 
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ADB’s Clean Energy ProgramADB’s Clean Energy Program
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Environmental Initiatives

• Clean Energy Program - ADB's Clean Energy 

Program targets an annual investment for 

clean energy projects of $2 billion by 

2013. The program seeks to increase regional 

energy efficiency in energy, transport and 

urban sectors; to adopt renewable energy 

sources; and to improve access to energy for 

the poor and remote. 
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2007 

Actual (World)

Total = 28,826 Mil tons CO2 

2030 

Projection (World)

Total = 40,226 Mil tons CO2

Rest of 

the 

World

Rest of 

the 

World

Developing 

Asia

Source: ADB, 2009. Data from IEA World Energy Outlook.

69% 31%31% 45%45% 55%

COCO22 from Energy Consumptionfrom Energy Consumption

The region’s heightened energy consumption will lead to an increased share The region’s heightened energy consumption will lead to an increased share 
in energyin energy--related COrelated CO22 emissions.emissions.
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Clean Air Initiative for Asian 

Cities (CAI-Asia)

• Started in 2001 by ADB, the US-Asia 

Environmental Partnership, and the World 

Bank as a flagship initiative for improved air 

quality, CAI-Asia has become the leading 

convener on air quality management (AQM) 

through the Better Air Quality (BAQ) 

Workshops, the largest regional gathering of 

AQM stakeholders in Asia. 

• http://www.cleanairnet.org/caiasia
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Cities Development Initiative 

for Asia

• -The initiative assists Asian cities to identify 

the development of urban investment projects 

that emphasize one or more of the following 

impact areas: urban environment 

improvement, urban poverty reduction, and 

climate change mitigation or adaptation

• http://www.cdia.asia/
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ADB’s ADB’s 

Sustainable Sustainable 

Transport Transport 

InitiativeInitiative

16



Transport in Asia - The Inconvenient 
Truth

Transport is a key driver of development, but …

• Motorization doubling every 5-7 years

• Congestion costs 2%-5% of Asian GDP

• Road accidents costs 2%-5% of Asian GDP

• Energy use ~ 30% of World energy

• Fuel security - US$50-150/barrel

• CO2 - 23% from transport sector 

• Local pollution – health problems and cost
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Beijing, 2010
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Vehicle growth projections
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Sustainable Transport Initiative 

• ADB approved in 2010 the Sustainable 

Transport Initiative-Operational Plan (STI-OP), 

that guides ADB investments in low-carbon, 

safe, accessible, and affordable transport 

systems and develop inclusive, clean, and 

energy-efficient transport policies and 

projects.
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These New Directions are Captured in ADB’s 
New Sustainable Transport Initiative (STI)

ADB has recognized the need to align its 
transport operations with Strategy 2020, which 
is based on three core pillars:

• inclusive economic growth, 
• environmentally sustainable growth and
• regional integration

ADB has also recognized the need to align its 
transport operations with the changing needs 
and demands of the Asia and Pacific Region.
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Sustainable Transport for ADB means 

developing transport systems that are 

accessible, safe, environmentally-

friendly, and affordable
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ADB’s Sustainable Transport Initiative
Opportunities for New and Enhanced Operations

• Scaling-up urban transport – scale-up operations, promote 
model projects such as BRT and rail MRT

• Mainstreaming climate change – model projects for mode 
shifting and distance shortening

• Improving cross-border transport and logistics – more 
effective transport and trade facilitation 

• Supporting road safety and social sustainability – scale-up, 
strengthen approach, and partner with road safety organizations 
and social development institutions
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Solutions for 

Sustainable Transport

Avoid Shift Improve

Avoid the need 
to travel

Shift to more 
efficient 

transport modes

Improve fuel and 
vehicle 

technologies

A Sustainable Transport PathA Sustainable Transport Path
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ADB’s Water Financing ProgramADB’s Water Financing Program
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ADB’s Water Financing Program ADB’s Water Financing Program 

20062006--20202020

Urban WaterRural Water Basin Water

• Rural water – rural water supply and sanitation; irrigation and drainage

• Urban water – urban water supply, sanitation and wastewater management

• Basin water – water resources development and management, flood 
management, wetlands and watershed protection, 
hydropower
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ADB’s Water Financing Program ADB’s Water Financing Program 

20062006--20202020

Complete Package of Assistance:

� Investments ($2.0 - $2.5 billion annually)

� Reforms (policy, legislation, regulation)

� Capacity development (sector institutions)
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Poverty and Environment 

Program (PEP)

• PEP is an accelerated learning program to 

understand the links between poverty 

reduction and the promotion of 

environmental sustainability. It implements 

subprojects that focus on three key areas: 

sustainable livelihoods, pollution and health, 

and environmental vulnerability
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Regional and Subregional 

Programs
• Greater Mekong Subregion - Core 

Environment Program and its flagship 

Biodiversity Conservation Corridor Initiative 

(BCI) focus on integrating environmental 

considerations into key GMS development 

sectors, such as tourism, transport, and 

energy, and promoting local livelihood and 

conservation activities with high-value 

biodiversity landscapes.

• http://www.gms-eoc.org/
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Regional and Subregional 

Programs

• Coral Triangle Initiative, which is the center of the world's 

coral reef biological diversity, covers areas of Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Solomon 

Islands, and Timor-Leste. The Coral Triangle Initiative 

launched by the six countries in 2007, aims to preserve and 

manage the region's marine resources. International partners 

include ADB, which is coordinating the mobilization of 

financial support for the plan of action. ADB has been playing 

a key role in helping to promote the Initiative and serving as 

the lead agency to mobilize financial resources for the area. 

• http://www.adb.org/features/coral-triangle-amazon-seas-risk
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Green procurement and Value 

for Money (VfM)
• “Green procurement is set within the context of achieving value for 

money. It requires the integration of environmental performance 

considerations into the procurement process including planning, 

acquisition, use and disposal.  In this context, value for money includes the 

consideration of many factors such as cost, performance, availability, 

quality and environmental performance. Green procurement also requires 

an understanding of the environmental aspects and potential impacts and 

costs, associated with the life cycle assessment of goods and services 

beings acquired. In addition, the supporting administrative processes and 

procurement methods can also offer opportunities to reduce the 

environmental impacts of government operations.” (Quoted from Policy 

on Green Procurement, Public Works and Government Services Canada)
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Green procurement and ADB 

Procurement Guidelines
• “2.52 Bidding documents shall also specify the relevant factors, in addition 

to price, to be considered in bid evaluation, and the manner in which they 

will be applied for the purpose of determining the lowest evaluated bid. 

For goods and equipment, other factors may be taken into consideration 

including, among others, payment schedule, delivery time, operating 

costs, efficiency and compatibility of the equipment, availability of service 

and spare parts, and related training, safety, and environmental benefits. 

The factors other than price to be used for determining the lowest 

evaluated bid shall, to the extent practicable, be expressed in monetary 

terms in the evaluation provisions of the bidding documents. Bids shall be 

compared on the basis of base price without taking into account the 

provisions for price adjustments. Likewise, customs duties and import 

taxes on goods to be imported shall be excluded in comparing bids for the 

supply of goods..” (ADB Procurement Guidelines)
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Challenges of Green procurement –

Points for discussion
• Green procurement (Sustainable buying) is not clear to buyers/ 

procurement function

• Green procurement is still difficult to quantify ( what are the savings 

associated with sustainable procurement practices; how to accurately 

calculate lifecycle costs of an asset and its disposal/ decommissioning; 

what discount rate to apply in the calculations?)

• Is green procurement more expensive?

• What are implications of purchasing sustainably produced goods from a 

far location? 

• How sustainable is “buy local” ?
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Consultant Management System –

Consulting Services Recruitment Notice

34



Consultant Management System –

Consulting Services Recruitment Notice
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Useful links

• Environmental Sustainability http://www.adb.org/themes/environment/main

• ADB sustainability Report http://www.adb.org/documents/series/adb-

sustainability-reports?ref=themes/environment/publications

• Environment Program. Greening Growth in Asia and the Pacific 

http://www.adb.org/publications/environment-program-greening-growth-asia-

and-pacific?ref=themes/environment/publications
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